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• Hear Dr Laura Wolz speak on 'Radio Astronomy through the eyes of a Cosmologist',    

• Have breakfast with young women in the early stages of their science or engineering 

careers.    

A student at last year's event: 'I was talking to a guest at my table and her career 

sounded so amazing.  Then I realised that in 8 years that could be me.  I got so excited.' 

• And afterwards, construct, test and keep a technological device.    

Cost:Cost:Cost:Cost:  $15 per student For:  For:  For:  For:  Girls in Years 10 - 12 MaxMaxMaxMax:  6 students per school 
 

Abstract: Australia has historically been the world-leader 

in Radio Astronomy with its red deserts offering space 

and radio silence for gigantic arrays of radio telescopes.  

The Square Kilometre Array (SKA) is an international 

telescope to be built in the Australian desert, capable of 

higher sensitivities than any instrument before.   
 

It will observe the amount of gas in distant galaxies, 

which tells us about how galaxies formed and evolved 

with time.  The SKA will also be used to create maps of 

the gas distribution of enormous volumes of the 

Universe.  As streetlights on Earth watched from Space show where people live, the gas 

maps trace where galaxies are located and how they are distributed throughout the 

Universe.   
 

This will help solve how the Universe is expanding and give us an understanding of the 

nature of Dark Energy. 
 

Dr Laura Wolz is an astrophysicist at the University of Melbourne.  She studied at the Ludwig-

Maximilian University in Munich and the University College in London.  Her research combines the field 

of cosmology which aims to understand the evolution and expansion of the whole Universe, with radio 

astronomy employing gigantic dishes and large arrays of telescopes to observe the 

emission of gas in the radio wavelength. 
 

For more details go to www.vicphysics.org/girls.html. 
 

This event is sponsored by the Laby Foundation, ANSTO, Vicphysics Teachers' Network, the Victorian 

Branch of the Australian Institute of Physics, College of Engineering and Science at Victoria University 

and supported by Federal Government's Inspiring Australia - Inspiring Science Program. 

 

 

 
 

 

If you are interested, please see _____________ 


